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UNCLAS SAIGON 16137 

FOLLOWING TEL FROM AMCONSUL NHA TRANG RECEIVED SEP08, 1973 
SENT ACTION AMEMBASSY SAIGON IS REPEATED FOR YOUR INFO: 

QUOTE 

UNCLAS NHA TRANG 0822 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS PINT VS 

SUBJECT: DEMONSTRATORS IN CAM RANH BLOCK QL 1 

1. DEMONSTRATORS IN TAN THANH HAMLET, SUOI CAM VILLAGE, 

CAM RANH (CP008.318) ERECTED A BARRACADE OF TIRES AND 
BAREED WIRE ACROSS QL 1 AROUND SEVEN O'CLOCK THIS MORNING 
(SEPT 8) AND BLOCKED TRAFFIC COMPLETELY UNTIL AUTHORITIES 
REMOVED THE IMPEDIMENT AT 1:15 THIS AFTERNOON. POLITICAL 
OFFICER AND KHANH HOA/CAM RANH PROVINCE REPRESENTATIVE 
OBSERVED SITE OF DEMONSTRATION FROM THE AIR AT 2:10 PM. 

TRAFFIC WAS FLOWING NORMALLY AND CROWD HAD DISPURSED. 

2. THE DEMONSTRATION WAS A PROTEST BY TAN THANH RESIDENTS 
AGSINST THE CAM RANH GOVERNMENT DESIGNED TO CLEAR THEIR 
CLAIM TO USE LAND IN WESTERN SUOI CAM. THERE IS NO PRIVATE 
LAND IN CAM RANH (ALL OF IT IS OWNED BY THE GVN), BUT PEOPLE 
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FROM TAN THANH HAVE BEEN FARMING THIS AREA FOR SOME SIX MONTHS. 
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ONE OR TWO MONTHS AGO COL. NGUYEN VAN THINH, MAYOR OF CAM RANH, 
GAVE WRITTEN PERMISSION FOR ANOTHER GROUP UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP 
OF AN QUANG BUDDHIST LEADER THICH DUC MINH AND CONGRESSMAN 
LY HIEN TAI (WHO ENJOYS AN QUANG SUPPORT) TO FARM THE SAME 
LAND. THIS GROUP WAS UNABLE TO PERSUADE THOSE RESIDENTS OF 
TAN THANH ALREADY FARMING THE LAND OVER IT UP, AND THE 
DISPUTE REMAINED UNRESOLVED WITH BOTH PARTIES REPRESENTED 
AT THE SITE. ON SEPT 6, THE AN QUANG GROUP REPORTEDLY HIRED 
HOODLUM ELEMENTS FROM AMONG THE DSABLED VETERANS TO 
INTIMIDATE THE TAN THANH RESIDENTS. TODAY'S DEMONSTRATION 
WAS A RESPONSE BYTHE RESIDENTS OF TAN THANH, THOUGH IT 
DID NOT INVOLVE A DIRECT CONFRONTATION WITH THE AN QUANG 
GROUP. 

3. AN QUANG GROUP IS DETERMINED TO FARM THE DISPUTED LAND, 

AND IS ERECTING HOUSES IN THE AREA. THEY HAVE THREATENED 
VIOLENCE AGAINST TAN THANH RESIDENTS IF THEY KEEP COMING TO 
THE FILEDS. THUS THE DISPUTE IS HARDLY OVER, AND MORE 
ALTERCATIONS ARE POSSIBLE DESPITE COL. THINH S ASSURANCES 
THAT HE WILL "TAKE CARE OF IT". 

4. ALTHOUGH A SMALL MINORITY OF TAN THANH RESIDENTS ARE 
CATHOLIC, THIS IS BASICALLY A DISPUTE AMONG BUDDHISTS 
WITH NO COMMUNAL OVERTONES. 

COOK 
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